History UK
Minutes of the Plenary Meeting held on 12 November 2005 at Birkbeck College.

The meeting was preceded by a series of presentations from the Convenor, JISC, the IHR, and the History Subject Centre on current issues and developments in HE History. It was followed by a presentation and question and answer session by Prof Pauline Stafford, head of the RAE History Panel. Reports on both sessions are attached.
Christopher Durston. 

Virginia Davis reported on the very sad news of the death of her co-convenor, Chris Durston. Chris, having been unwell for some time, was admitted to hospital in early July, diagnosed with cancer, and died there on 5 August. Virginia Davis attended the funeral, and wrote an appreciative letter on behalf of History UK. His death is a loss not just to History UK but in the many areas of the profession with which he was so productively involved.

1. Minutes of the last plenary meeting. 

These were approved. It was noted that as the last plenary had only been in May (it was effectively the delayed 2004 plenary), and as the death of Chris Durston had caused a hiatus, this would be a short meeting.
2. Matters arising from the minutes.

3. Convenors’ reports. 

The proceedings of the February History in British Education Conference are now available on the IHR website, and those of the September follow-up will follow. 
Website: History UK now has a domain name and a web technician is working on the site. It is hoped to set this up by the time of the January Steering Committee meeting, when a report will be made. 
8. European issues. 

There has been no movement from CLIOH-NET on the Plenary’s offer to act as its British meeting; this is to be followed up.

3. Convenor’s Report

[To follow].

4. Secretary’s business
(i) A Short History of History UK. A short account of the history, constitution and functions of History UK was circulated to mark the name change from HUDG.

(ii) After last year’s weeding of inactive Steering Committee members and the addition of twelve new members, the Steering Committee is now back at normal strength, and the small number of retirements due in 2005-6 should see it fill up in the natural course of things. The short time between plenaries, and the large numbers recently added to the Steering Committee, have made elections between plenaries impractical, as noted in item 4(ii) of the minutes of the last plenary. A call for nominations for Steering Committee membership, in the form of letters signed by the head of department (or equivalent), will be sent out shortly. If the number of nominations exceeds the number of vacancies (currently seven) there will be an election, in time for the new members to take up their seats at the 21 January meeting.  Contacts are eligible for nomination but each institution may only have one Steering Committee member.
(iii) The post of postgraduate representative is vacant. Nominations are invited. 

(iv) The post of treasurer is vacant (but see below).
(v) A second convenor is being sought. Suggestions are welcome.

5. Financial report. 
History UK is solvent, as evident from the accounts which were distributed. Ms Sabine Wichert of Queen’s University, Belfast, responded to the request for a Treasurer.

6. Any other business

The History Subject Centre, in the persons of Alan Booth, Paul Hyland, and Nicky Wilson, was thanked for its work in organising the morning session and in providing lunch.

The meeting closed at 12.55 for a good lunch.
Before and after the plenary, sessions were held on “Current issues and developments in HE History” and “The 2008 RAE”.

History UK Plenary Meeting, 12 November 2005. 
CURRENT ISSUES AND DEVELOPMENTS IN HE HISTORY.

A-Level Reform. Virginia Davis (Convenor, History UK). 

The DFES is due to publish the criteria for the revised History A-Level at Easter 2006. Detailed syllabuses will follow and the new A-Level will operate from Autumn 2008, withy the first cohort entering HE in Autumn 2010. History UK and other bodies have already met the DFES and the three exam boards once, to discuss the criteria, and the draft criteria will be presented to a further joint meeting in January 2006. The consensus is around reducing assessment loading, with the six units falling to four but with a similar amount of content. The proportion of compulsory British history will rise from the current one-sixth. History UK favours more extended writing, larger units of work, and more sensible sources. 
E-learning in History and Classics. Cary McMahon, e-Learning Project Officer for JISC at the History Subject Centre. 

Cary MacMahon set out her own background in Classics and Archaeology, and explained that her role was to act as critical ally of the profession in obtaining good resources rather than as e-cheerleader. 
The JISC project – or pair of projects – is to survey the use of e-learning resources by historians, classicists and archaeologists in UK HE, and to recommend on further developments. A survey is nearly complete (available from c.macmahon@arts.gla.ac.uk). The response has been very good – over 200 responses in three months, notwithstanding technical problems – showing a high level of use and interest among historians. Preliminary findings indicate that the use of the web, e-mail and Powerpoint among historians is now satisfactorily widespread, but that there remains a demand for other resources from reputable and reliable sources, such as virtual learning environments and digital archives. 


A national seminar on e-learning in history, on “Sharing Good Practice and Innovations”, is to be held at the IHR on Friday 10 February. Details soon from the HEA History Subject Centre website.

The Quality and Impact of Digital Research Resources. Prof David Bates, Director, IHR. 
The IHR is carrying out this AHRC project, in which History is seen as an important pilot for the arts and humanities as a whole – so important that the AHRC actually urged the IHR to bid for more money. The overall aim is to establish a peer review system for digital resource creation. A survey questionnaire is available (with prizes) at the IHR website www.history.ac.uk 
The Work of the HEA History Subject Centre. Alan Booth and Paul Hyland (Directors).

The History Subject Centre supports History in HE in a number of important ways, and further suggestions and requests are always welcome. A summary leaflet is available at the Centre’s website, www.hca.heacademy.ac.uk 

The next annual History Conference is at Oxford on 11-13 April 2006. The first day will be given over to “Preparing Future Faculty” – that is, bringing together and developing resources for young history tutors in HE. Examples of useful materials are welcome; ownership will be duly acknowledged and copyright observed. This builds on the successful 2005 session on postgraduate tutors.


The Subject Centre offers departmental workshops on a range of subjects, such as Year 1 and the transition to HE, coping with large seminars, and linking teaching and research. 

The Centre’s Employability Network is looking for a co-ordinator.


There are eleven regional subject centre networks, in various stages of development; a national meeting shortly will seek to enhance these networks. 


Teaching development grants are available to fund research into teaching and learning in HE.


The National Awards for History Teaching in HE, worth £1,000, are made annually; nominations are warmly invited. 


A consultancy and advice service is offered, drawing on a great range of specialist knowledge across the country.


The Centre participates in numerous national initiatives, and offers “national brokerage”, helping interested individuals get involved and finding suitable people to join, advise or conduct projects. 

